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Intended Learning 
Outcomes 


By the end of this lecture, each 
student should be able to: 


. Explain the formation, stages 
and branches of the brachial 
plexus 
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Key Points of the Lecture 


> Formation of the brachial 
plexus 


> Stages of the brachial plexus 


> Branches of the brachial 
plexus 
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° It is a plexus of Brachial Plexus 
spinal nerves 
supplying the e ч їг 
upper limb. С”. 
* |t begins in the 


neck and 
descends 
through the 
cervicoaxillary 
canal to reack 
the axilla. 
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° Really Tired? Drink Coffee 
Buddy! 


* В = ROOTS (ventral rami of 
C5,6,7,8,T1) 


* T = TRUNKS 

* D = DIVISIONS 

° С = CORDS 

“ЛВ: = BRANCHES x2 «ma 
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Dorsal Spinal 
ramu alia 
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Roots join to form Trunks 


Ventral rami (in posterior triangle of neck) 


c, | Prefixed 


C5 


Upper trunk 


C6 


c7 Middle trunk 


C8 
Lower trunk 


T1 
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Posterior triangle 


Sternomastoid 
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Ке INh3. визе ontent.com/ 
kBnvwGFZqN65yejZPORQCQx6tOhfhBWiHB3--s121 
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Roots 
{anterior rami of C5 to T1) 


(superior, middle, inferic 


Divisions 
(anterior, posterior) 
Cords 


| Г _ | 
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Trunks Split to form Divisions 


( in cervicoaxillary canal ) 
* Trunks Divisions 


e uiii КЕНЕ 
Posterior 
. Middlemen DESEO 
Posterior 
: — ВЫ 
pma Posterior лж», Т 
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Divisions Join to form Cords 
(in axilla) 


LRTERAL 
CORD 


MPDIAL CORD 


POSTERIOR 


CORD 
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Each trunk divides into anterior 
and posterior divisions 

Stage of divisions lies in 
cervicoaxillary canal 

Anterior divisions of upper and 
middle trunks join to form lateral 
cord 

Anterior division of lower trunk 
forms medial cord 
Posterior divisions of the > trunks 
form posterior cord 
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REMEMBER 
Really Tired ? 
Drink Coffee 

Buddy !!!! 


J 


Now Put 
АП Stages 


Roots 
(in neck) 3 


= ‚оп -ateral cord 
Upper trunmterio” divis! 
C6 
C7 Middle trunk g Posterior cor 


C8 
Lower trun 
mH mmm mmm = 
Tl Medial cord 
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C5 


C6 


C7 


C8 


T1 
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* Which of the following stages of 
the brachial plexus lies in the 
cervicoaxillary canal? 


C. Divisions 
D. Cords 
E. Branches from cords 
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Branches of Brachial 
Plexus | 


1) Branches from "be. 
roots: 4 Ya, C5 

A. Dorsal scapular 

(n. to rhomboids) C5 |. 


B.A root to phrenic nerve 
C5 


C8 
11 8 " 
C. Long thoracic C5,6,7 | 
(n. to serratus anterior) 
Brs to N to 
D. Muscular brs to Scalene ЕЕ 
muscles 


ant 


Branches of Brachial 
Plexus 


Branches from 


trunks CS = ча Заан 
only upper я 
CO 
(Superior) 
trunk gives С? 
branches : 
Co 


A. © uprascapular | 
nerve (for T1 | 
supraspinatus & 
infraspinatus ) 
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* Branches from divisions : 


*DIVISIONS GIVE 
NO BRANC"-c 
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* Branches 
from cords : 
1) Lateral cord : 
> Lateral pectoral roots 


> Musculocutaneo 
us 


> Lateral root of 


Trunks | 
5 Divisions 
- Cords Branches 


_ Musc 
median 
Radial 
Median 
= Ulnar 
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> Branches from 
cords: 


2) Medial Cord: 
> Medial pectoral 


oots 


Trunks . 
5 Divisions 


> Medial Cords — Branches 
cutaneous of arn ^ 

» Medial Musc 
cutaneous of р 
forearm | irene 

> Medial root of Ulnar 


median 
> Ulnar nerve 
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* Branches from 


cords : 
: 005 

3) Posterior cord : 
» = IA, Divisions 

Upper ч Cords — Branches 

subscapular L 
> Lower 

subscapular Musc 
> Nerve to | 

NP | Radial 

latissimus dorsi Mediar 
> Axillary nerve Ulnar 
> Radial nerve 
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CE _ Roots 


TRUS y 2 
= = TVISIONS 
C6 5 . 
Conds Branches 
- рес. 
СУ = 
| Musc. 
Ca axil. 
T4 Radial 
Median 
Ulnar 
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* The posterior cord of the 
brachial plexus gives the 
following branches, EXCEPT: 


A. Upper & lower subscapular 
nerves 


B. Nerve to serratus anterior 
C. Nerve to latissimus dorsi 
D. Axillary nerve 

E. Radial nerve 
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4 Which of the following stages of 


the brachial plexus does not 
give branches? 


A. Roots 
B. Trunks 


C. Divisions 
D. Cords 
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Suggested Textbook 
Clinical Anatomy By 
Systems 

Richard S. Snell 

Pages : 609-616 
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